Tropheryma whipplei infection (Whipple's disease) in a patient after liver transplantation.
Whipple's disease (WD) is a rare infection caused by the bacterium Tropheryma whipplei that can affect multiple organs and most commonly occurs in the immunocompetent host. Only 3 cases of WD have been reported in the setting of immunosuppression for organ transplantation. Here, we report the first case of WD, to our knowledge, in a patient after liver transplantation with comorbid graft-versus-host-disease. We discuss the diagnostic challenges in this setting and the value of electron microscopy and in situ hybridization methods for confirming the infection. WD may be under-diagnosed in immunosuppressed transplant patients because the disease can present with atypical clinical and histological features that suggest other conditions.